
 
 

Memo 

 

Date:   February 5, 2019 

To:    Greater Hilltop Area Commissioners 

CC:  Mark Dravillas, Jackie Yeoman, Christopher Lohr 

From:  Alex Sauersmith, Columbus Planning Division 

Re: Hilltop Land Use Plan – Summary of Feedback Received 

 

 
The Hilltop Land Use Plan process began in summer 2018. The following is a summary of public input 

received throughout Phase I of the planning process. Phase I included researching existing land use and 

zoning throughout the plan boundary, stakeholder interviews, a stakeholder survey, a concept map 

survey and a community open house. 

Stakeholder Meetings 

From October 2018 to December 2018, Planning Staff met with Area Commissioners. In total, planning 

staff met with 6 stakeholders (more meetings to occur in March 2019). These interviews yielded insight 

into historical planning efforts, development trends in the area, and community strengths and 

weaknesses.  

Primary discussion topics included: 

 Overall, stakeholders emphasized the importance of recognizing the different neighborhoods in 

the Hilltop area and the different needs they have.  

 The economic potential of the Hilltop is recognized by stakeholders in the community. There is a 

specific desire for restaurants and a more centrally located grocery.   

 Along primary corridors, there is a desire for mixed use and denser development.  

 There is a wide range of housing stock, comparable to many other neighborhoods in Columbus.  

 There is difficulty disseminating information throughout the entire area.  

 There is a perception that growth will occur in the Westgate and Highland West areas and meet 

in the middle.  

 There is a desire to increase homeownership and instilling pride in homeownership.  

 Auto-oriented uses are not desired, there is a specific opposition to used car lots.  

 The condition of the physical environment needs improved, the litter in the area was specifically 

called out.  

 

 



Stakeholders interviewed included: 

 Jay McCallister: Greater Hilltop Commissioner, Chair 

 Nikol Madison: Greater Hilltop Commissioner, Secretary 

 Geoffrey Phillips, Greater Hilltop Commissioner, Highland West Civic Association Former President 

 JD Groves, Greater Hilltop Commissioner, Planning and Development Committee Co-Chair  

 Shawn Maddox, Greater Hilltop Commissioner, Zoning Committee Chair 

 Josh Maddox, Greater Hilltop Commissioner, Community Relations Committee Chair 

 

Online Stakeholder Survey 

 

Planning staff also engaged the public through an online stakeholder survey. Like the in-person 

stakeholder surveys, this survey included open-ended questions about assets, opportunities, challenges, 

and needs within the neighborhood. Respondents described several opportunities and positive aspects 

in the neighborhood, including affordability of housing, historic character, and recreation facilities. 

Respondents also noted several longstanding challenges in the Hilltop, including safety, a lack of 

consumer options along the primary corridors, and absentee property owners. 

 

Respondents made several suggestions related to land use and design with regard to addressing 

challenges. Infrastructure updates, including “beautification” of the primary corridors, were expressed 

as a need by several members of the public. The enhancement of the primary corridors was further 

detailed by a general support for more walkable environments, public transportation options, and a 

reduction in parking minimums. Respondents expanded on business development in the corridors with 

comments to curb auto-oriented uses, payday lenders, and drive-thru’s in favor of more neighborhood 

services, restaurants, and groceries.   

Community Open House 

On November 1, 2018, planning staff held a public comment open house at the Columbus Metropolitan 

Library – Hilltop Branch. At the open house, participants were provided background on the planning 

process and an opportunity to provide comments on the Land Use Concept Map, specific focus areas, 

and the C2P2 Guiding principles.  A key finding from the open house was that the participants preferred 

a land use strategy that focuses on redevelopment along its primary corridors.  

Primary comments included: 

 Desire for economic development and density along the primary corridors 

 Concern for the need of owner-occupied housing 

 Apprehension toward multifamily homes being built within close proximity of single family 

homes.   

 



Concept Map Survey 

Planning Staff engaged residents and business owners in the planning area though a Concept Map 

Survey. The survey was open for the month of November 2018 and allowed members of the general 

public to provide feedback on a high-level land use policy for the neighborhood (map below, questions 

and responses on the next page).  

 



Respondents had the opportunity to indicate levels of support for the three land use classes displayed, 

and provide additional comments as necessary. Questions included the following: 

1. “Do you support appropriate single and double-unit homes in the areas labeled Neighborhoods 

on the map?” 

 

95% answered Yes, 5% answered No 

 

Respondents indicated support for single family homes, particularly residents from Alkire Place 

in the southwest corner of the planning area.  

 

2. “Do you support job centers as shown on the map?” 

 

91% answered Yes, 9% answered No 

 

Respondents who did not support job centers as shown commented more areas should be 

classified as job centers, or could be more dispersed throughout the planning area.  

 

3. “Do you support mixed-use development (housing, restaurants, shops, office, etc.) along the 

Primary Corridors as shown on the concept map?” 

 

96% answered Yes, 4% answered No 

 

Support for mixed use development was further detailed by respondent support for maintaining 

the “historic appeal” of the corridors and preserving existing buildings, where possible. 

Multifamily housing along the corridors was also supported.  

 

 

 


